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Dr. Jeremy Benstein
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Learning and Leadership

“Jewish Legal Teachings on

Environmental Issues”

Professor Hava Tirosh-Samuelson
Arizona State University

“Nature and Renewal in Modern

Jewish Thought”

Professor Martin D. Yaffe
University of North Texas

“Can a Jew Be a Skeptical

Environmentalist?”

     



Martin D. Yaffe is professor of Philosophy

and Religious Studies at the University of

North Texas. His interests are political

philosophy and Jewish thought. He is the

author of Shylock and the Jewish Question,

co-translator of Thomas Aquinas’ Literal

Exposition on the Book of Job, editor of

Judaism and Environmental Ethics: A Reader,

translator of Spinoza’s Theologico-Political

Treatise, and co-editor of a volume of essays

on the Jewish thinker Emil L. Fackenheim.

He is currently completing a translation from

the German of Leo Strauss’s essays on

Moses Mendelssohn (1729-86).

Hava Tirosh-Samuelson is professor of

History, Director of Jewish Studies, and

Irving and Miriam Lowe Professor of Modern

Judaism at Arizona State University in

Tempe, Arizona. Among volumes that she

has recently written or edited are:

Happiness in Premodern Judaism, Women

and Gender in Jewish Philosophy, and

Judaism and Ecology. She is the recipient of

a generous grant for the Templeton

Research Lectures on the Constructive

Engagement of Science and Religion for a

project entitled “Facing the Challenges of

Transhumanism: Religion, Science, and

Technology.” She has also been awarded

the Martin and Helen Schwartz Lecture

Series in Jewish Studies for 2009-2010 at

Indiana University, which will be devoted to

the theme “Judaism and Nature: The

Dialectics of Sacred Texts.”

Jeremy Benstein is the associate director of

the Heschel Center for Environmental

Learning and Leadership in Tel Aviv, and the

author of The Way Into Judaism and the

Environment. He holds a master’s degree in

Judaic Studies and a doctorate from the

Hebrew University in environmental

anthropology. He works extensively in

leadership development and capacity

building with environmental activists and

educators in Israel, and has lectured widely

on Judaism, Israel, and the environment,

including the environment as a focus of

shared citizenship between Jews and Arabs

in Israel.
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